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 The statue of Jack Trice outside of Jack Trice stadium is an important piece of art on the Iowa 

State campus due to the history and legend of Jack Trice himself.  This piece of artwork was 

commissioned to honor one of the most important athletes and students of Iowa State.  Throughout this 

paper we will explore the history behind this statue as well as try to find some meaning behind it. 

 The Jack Trice Statue was built in 1987 as a memorial to former Iowa State football player Jack 

Trice.  Jack Trice came to Iowa State in 1922 to play football and study animal husbandry.  He made 

history at Iowa State by becoming the 

first African-American to play football 

for the school.  On October 6th, 1923 

Trice was injured, during a game with 

the University Of Minnesota, while 

attempting to make a tackle.  Jack 

Trice died from the injuries sustained 

during the game, and immediately 

became a legend among the Iowa This is a front view of the statue 
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State community. 

 In 1984 it was decided to name the field at Cyclone Stadium after Jack Trice, later in 1997 the 

stadium itself would be named after him.  In 1987 the student government body raised money to build a 

statue to memorialize him.  Christopher Bennett, a native Iowan artist, was selected to build the statue 

which would be made of 1,000 pounds of bronze.  The statue was completed in 1998 and was originally 

located between Carver and Beardshear Halls on campus.  In 1997 the statue was refurbished and then 

moved to the north entrance of the newly named Jack Trice Stadium. 

 The statue itself is comprised of several elements.  The main feature is the statue of Jack Trice 

himself.  The statue shows Jack Trice wearing a letterman’s sweatshirt as would been seen in the 1920’s.  

Trice is shown with one foot on a crescent shaped bench, which extends out from the statue, and he is 

looking at a letter he wrote.  He wrote this letter the night before the Minnesota game, where he 

received the injuries that took is life.  In the letter he acknowledges how much people are counting on 

him in his family, and as a 

representative of African-Americans 

everywhere.   Another part of the 

artwork is a small bronze statue of 

books next to Jack Trice; the books are 

from classes Trice took.  The third piece 

is a set of bronze football cleats sitting 

behind him on the ground.  The last 

part of the artwork is a plaque which 

has a copy of his letter and a short summary of his life. 

This is a picture of the statue from the rear. 
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 When I look at this statue, and the corresponding pieces associated with it, I see several possible 

interpretations of what it represents.  The statue itself, in my opinion, is there to tell us how Jack Trice 

knew of what his playing for our football team meant to so many.  The depiction of the letter he wrote 

before the game is a good indicator of this, it describes his thoughts and shows how he realizes he is a 

hope for many.  To me this statue also represents what Trice gave for this university and that if we care 

as well we should be able to give up a small part as well. The books that are next to him, in my opinion, 

are there to show us that Trice was also a student before an athlete.  They show that to have success on 

the field you have to have success in the classroom.  The football cleats are an obvious homage to his 

playing days, but I also believe that the placement of the shoes behind him represent something more.  

The placement of cleats behind him shows me that he was never able to play football again, as his death 

put his playing days in the past. 

 The Jack Trice statue has become one of our most important pieces of artwork here on campus.  

As we have seen Jack Trice was immensely important to Iowa State and ended up giving the ultimate 

sacrifice to follow his passion of playing football.  The statue has come to represent this sacrifice and to 

memorialize one of our most important athletes.  It is for theses reason why I believe that this may be 

the best and most meaningful piece of art on campus. 
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