
Suhr 1 
 

Travis Suhr 

English 150 sec FK 

Assignment #4 

10/15/12 

Jack Trice Statue 

 

 The statue of Jack Trice outside of Jack Trice stadium is an important piece of art on the Iowa 

State campus due to the history and legend of Jack Trice himself.  This piece of artwork was 

commissioned to honor one of the most important athletes and students of Iowa State.  Throughout this 

paper we will explore the history behind this statue as well as try to find some meaning behind it. 

 The Jack Trice Statue was built in 1987 as a memorial to former Iowa State football player Jack 

Trice.  Jack Trice came to Iowa State in 1922 to play football and study animal husbandry.  Jack Tice 

made history at Iowa State by 

becoming the first African-American 

to play football for the school.  On 

October 6th, 1923 Jack Trice was 

injured, during a game with the 

University Of Minnesota, while 

attempting to make a tackle.  Jack 

Trice died from the injuries sustained 

during the game, and immediately 

became a legend among the Iowa State community. 

Comment [LM1]: It sounds repetitive to use his 
name over and over. You can replace once in a while 
with a pronoun he. 
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 In 1984 it was decided to name the field at Cyclone stadium after Jack Trice, later in 1997 the 

stadium itself would be named after him.  In 1987 the student government body raised money to build a 

statue to memorialize Jack Trice.  Christopher Bennett, a native Iowan artist, was selected to build the 

statue which would be made of 1,000 pounds of bronze.  The statue was completed in 1998 and was 

originally located between Carver and Beardshear Halls on campus.  In 1997 the statue was refurbished 

and then moved to the north entrance of the newly named Jack Trice Stadium. 

 The statue itself is comprised of several elements.  The main feature is the statue of Jack Trice 

himself.  The statue shows Jack Trice wearing a letterman’s sweatshirt as would have been seen in the 

1920’s.  Trice is shown with one foot on a crescent shaped bench, which extends out from the statue, 

and he is looking at a letter he wrote.  This letter was written by Jack Trice the night before the 

Minnesota game, where he received the injuries that took is life.  In the letter he acknowledges how 

much people are counting on him in 

his family, and as a representative of 

African-Americans everywhere.   

Another part of the artwork is a 

small bronze statue of books next to 

Jack Trice; the books are from 

classes Trice took.  The third piece is 

a set of bronze football cleats sitting 

behind Trice on the ground.  The last part of the artwork is a plaque which has a copy of his letter and a 

short summary of his life. 

 When I look at this statue, and the corresponding pieces associated with it, I see several possible 

interpretations of what it represents.  The statue itself in my opinion is there to tell us how Jack Trice 

Comment [LM2]: He wrote this letter 
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knew of what his playing for our football team meant to so many.  The depiction of the letter he wrote 

before the game is a good indicator of this.  I also see that the statue represents what Trice gave for this 

university and that if we care as well we should be able to give up a small part as well. The books that 

are next to him, in my opinion, are there to show us that Trice was also a student before an athlete.  

They show that to have success on the field you have to have success in the classroom.  The football 

cleats are an obvious homage to his playing days, but I also believe that the placement of the shoes 

behind him represent something more.  The placement of cleats behind Trice shows me that he was 

never able to play football again, as his death put his playing days in the past. 

 The Jack Trice statue has become one of our most important pieces of artwork here on campus.  

As we have seen Jack Trice was immensely important to Iowa State and ended up giving the ultimate 

sacrifice to follow his passion of playing football.  The statue has come to represent this sacrifice and to 

memorialize one of our most important athletes.  It is for theses reason why I believe that this may be 

the best and most meaningful piece of art on campus. 
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Assignment #4: Analyzing 
Place or Artifact—Campus 
Landscape, Building, or Art 

Excellent  
(Writer responds thoughtfully and creatively, 
requiring little or no revision) 

Good  

(Writer responds fully, requiring some 
revision) 

Fair  

(Writer responds mostly competently, 
requiring focused, substantive 

revision) 

Needs Work  

(Writer responds incompletely, requiring 
extensive revision) 

Context Clear and engaging articulation of context 
and purpose; the reader is well oriented 
from the outset: 
 

Adequate articulation of context; the 
introduction is mostly engaging and the 
reader is mostly well oriented from the 
outset: 

Paper’s introduction is not engaging, 
and orientation for the audience is 
inadequate: 

Paper does not meet audience needs by 
not providing engagement and orientation 
at the outset: 
 

Introduction Introduction engages the audience with 
anecdotes, quotations, or vivid imagery 
related to artifact or building. Thesis is 
succinct and clear. Opening paragraphs 
skillfully and specifically forecast main points 
of essay. Approach to topic shows evidence 
of original thinking and attention to 
interesting details. 
 

Introduction uses adequate details to 
develop reader interest. Thesis gives 
reader a general idea about the paper. 
Opening paragraphs mention main ideas 
that paper will cover. Approach to topic is 
conventional. 
 

Introduction may use some stock or 
cliché phrasing rather than interesting 
details. Thesis difficult to identify. 
Opening paragraphs are vague 
concerning the main topics of the 
paper. Strategy for approaching the 
topic is more writer oriented and not 
readily apparent to the reader.   

The paper moves straight to content 
without providing context for the reader. 
There is no thesis present on the first page, 
nor are any of the main topics obviously 
referred to. 
 

Purpose Approach to topic shows evidence of original 
thinking. Writer uses opening paragraphs to 
develop relevant historical and cultural 
background, engaging audience interest. 
Purpose for writing is clear and provides an 
answer to the reader’s “So what?” question. 

Writer mentions historical and cultural 
background in opening page. Purpose for 
writing is stated but lacks strategy for 
developing interest, leaving reader 
searching for reason to read on. 

The lack of context creates some 
difficulty in grasping the relevance of 
the paper. By end of first page, reader 
may be somewhat unclear about 
writer’s purpose and therefore is less 
motivated to continue reading. 
(Paper may begin to read, in part, like 
an accumulation of facts with no 
clearly stated purpose for their having 
been amassed.) The “So what?” 
question is answered in a minimal or 
incomplete way. 

Cultural or historical context related to the 
artifact or building. is not presented; reader 
cannot discern purpose of the paper 
beyond an accumulation of facts.  The “So 
what?” question is not answered for 
reader. 

Substance Content is well selected and developed; 
focus is clear and audience’s needs are 
accounted for: 

Content is mostly well selected and 
developed to meet most of the audience’s 
needs in terms of focus and interest: 
 

Some content is superfluous or not 
clearly connected to focus. 
Audience’s needs are not consistently 
accounted for: 

Focus of essay is unclear. Content is not 
specific enough to engage reader: 
 

Details Paragraphs fully reflect the ideas mentioned 
in thesis. Each paragraph focuses on and 
develops a single topic or idea in an 
interesting and vivid way. The writer’s 
paragraph topic sentences are supported by 
detailed, factual, and descriptive sentences 
that go beyond a mere factual description of 
the campus landscape, building, or art to a 
discussion of its cultural or historical 
relevance to ISU. 
 

The paragraphs focus on individual topics, 
but some paragraphs lack identifiable 
topic sentences or lack interesting details. 
Writer presents factual description of 
campus landscape, building, or art, but 
fewer details about its cultural or 
historical relevance to ISU. 
 

Some paragraphs lack an identifiable 
single topic and details may not all fit 
well in the paragraph in which they 
appear. Description of campus 
landscape, building, or art is more of 
a formulaic or haphazard collection of 
facts with little of its cultural or 
historical relevance for ISU. 

Main ideas and their supporting details are 
not differentiated with conventional 
paragraphing. Description of the campus 
landscape, building, or art, as well as its 
cultural or historical relevance to ISU are 
significantly lacking. 

Relevance Writer skillfully paints a historical picture of 
the campus landscape’s, building’s, or art’s 
impact on and relevance to ISU; the ISU-
connection is fully fleshed out. Writer uses 

Description and discussion of campus 
landscape, building, or art and its 
meaning for ISU is mostly adequate. 
While sources are used, they are cited 

Writer relies almost entirely on own 
experience to discuss campus 
landscape, building, or art. 
No mention of the artist’s 

Writer’s description of the campus 
landscape, building, or art is inadequate, as 
is use of research or discussion of personal 
experience with the topic. Writer does not 
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secondary sources to discuss the campus 
landscape, building, or art, and blends them 
with personal insights from writer’s 
experience with the landscape, building, or 
art to support main thesis; writer’s interest 
in the topic is clearly conveyed (the reason 
this topic was chosen over another is 
obvious). 

sparingly and not always well integrated 
with personal insights from writer’s 
experience with the landscape, building, 
or art. The writer’s interest in the topic is 
present, but the reason for this topic 
choice is not strongly apparent. 

/designer’s/architect’s name in paper. 
Cultural or historical relevance for ISU 
is scant. (Conversely, there may be a 
heavy reliance on secondary sources 
with little of the writer’s own 
insights.) 
Writer’s interest in topic seems 
forced. 

mention site visit. Writer lacks interest in 
the topic; why this campus landscape, 
building, or art was chosen as topic is not 
apparent. 

Organization Organization is appropriate to topic and 
emphasis, with some originality; shows 
attention to audience needs: 
 

Organization is conventional, showing 
some attention to audience needs: 
 

 

Organization of paper is more writer-
oriented, creating diffuse emphasis 
and some difficulty as reader tries to 
follow claims: 
 
 

Organizational strategies are not useful for 
topic or audience and impede audience 
movement through paper: 
  

Body and Conclusion Paper is organized logically and perhaps 
innovatively around a specific and insightful 
thesis about a campus landscape, building, 
or art and its cultural or historical relevance 
for ISU. The paper is arranged for effective 
emphasis and audience engagement; 
transitions function well to tie one idea to 
the next. Conclusion sums up main points 
and leaves the reader with something to 
think about. 

Most of paper relates to central thesis 
about a campus landscape, building, or 
art. The paper shows some deliberate 
arrangement for emphasis and audience 
needs; most ideas are tied to the next 
one. Cultural or historical relevance for 
ISU may not be entirely smoothly 
integrated. Transitions used often to 
move from one paragraph to the next. 
Conclusion sums up main points. 

Arrangement of information about 
campus landscape, building, or art is 
more writer-based than reader-based 
and is sometimes difficult to follow. 
Main assertion (point, thesis) of paper 
is not entirely clear because of diffuse 
emphasis. Cultural or historical 
relevance of landscape, building, or 
art for ISU is not well integrated. 
Some transitions are weak, and the 
conclusion may be general or clichéd. 

Arrangement of information shows little 
accounting for audience’s needs. Main 
assertion (point, thesis) of paper is not 
clear, nor is the campus landscape’s, 
building’s, or art’s cultural or historical 
relevance for ISU. Transitions between 
paragraphs are not clear or are missing 
entirely. Conclusion is an afterthought 
rather than a functional section of the 
paper. 

Individual  
Paragraphs 

Each paragraph contributes to describing a 
campus landscape, building, or art and its 
cultural or historical relevance for ISU, with 
clear topics and deliberately arranged 
supporting details. All paragraphs support 
implied thesis and are tightly structured 
around controlling ideas. 
 

Most paragraphs contribute to describing 
a campus landscape, building, or art and 
its cultural or historical relevance for ISU. 
Most paragraphs support implied thesis 
and are mostly structured around 
controlling ideas. 
 

Some paragraphs do not obviously 
contribute to describing a campus  
artifact or building and its relation to 
the ISU mission. Some paragraphs 
show little connection to thesis and 
are only loosely structured around a 
controlling idea. 
 

Paragraphing is not used effectively to 
separate and develop related ideas. 
Relationships among ideas are not made 
clear to the audience. 

Style Style is particularly well suited for topic and 
audience: 

Style is conventional: 
  

Style interferes with clarity in some 
places: 

Style significantly detracts from clarity: 

Sentence Level Writing is clear, fluid, and mature. Precise, 
vivid and appropriate word choice. 
Sentences varied. Subordination and 
coordination used effectively.  
 

Writing is understandable and competent 
with mostly precise and vivid word 
choice. Most sentence structures are 
varied, and subordination and 
coordination mostly used well. 

Writing is vague and disjointed. Some 
sentences are structurally varied with 
some vivid word choice. 
 

Writing is confusing with conventional 
word choice. Sentences are structured 
similarly and/or are simple sentences. 

Correctness 
 Conventions 

Assignment is free from sentence-level and 
word-level errors. 

Assignment has a few sentence-level 
and/or word-level errors. 

Assignment has several sentence-
level and/or word-level errors. 

Sentence-level and/or word-level errors 
impede reader’s understanding. 

Delivery Innovative accommodation of media and 
conventions; audience expectations and 
processing are carefully accounted for: 

Adequate accommodation of media and 
conventions; audience expectations and 
processing are mostly accounted for: 

Some problems with audience first 
impressions; inadequate proofreading 
interferes in places with audience 
processing: 

Delivery choices distract from paper and 
interfere with audience expectations and 
processing: 

Document  
Formatting 

Paper is formatted correctly following MLA 
or APA style. Visual is placed appropriately 
and correctly into text, with attention to 
size, spacing, and margins. 
 

Paper is double-spaced and follows most 
APA or MLA citation styles. Visual 
placement is mostly correct. No extra 
spaces between paragraphs. Page 
numbers may be missing. 

Paper is double spaced but does not 
otherwise consistently follow MLA or 
APA formatting conventions. Visual 
placement lacks attention to size, 
spacing, and/or margins. Page 
numbers are missing, and extra 

Paper does not follow any MLA or APA 
formatting conventions. Visual and page 
numbers are missing, and extra spaces 
occur between paragraphs. 
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Comments: Travis, your essay describes, interprets and evaluates the Jack Trice statue as artwork. You  also do a nice job of telling the history of Trice and why 

the stadium is named after him. There are a few places that you can revise surface and stylistic errors. Also, make sure that your visuals have captions, and that 

text wraps around them without adding extra spaces. 

Grade:  A- 90% 

spaces may occur between 
paragraphs. 

Proper  
Style Conventions 

In-text citations follow correct MLA or APA 
style, and Works Cited page is formatted 
correctly. Visual includes title and/or 
captions. 

Some minor problems with MLA and APA 
in-text citation, and Works Cited is mostly 
formatted correctly with one or two 
minor errors. Visual may be missing a title 
and/or a caption. 

Evidence of attempt to cite sources, 
but in-text citations and/or Works 
Cited page are not correct. Visual 
missing title and/or caption. 

Few to no in-text citations used. No Works 
Cited or bibliography.  No visual included in 
essay. 


